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SAN DIEGO - If there’s one thing we all
know about Cajuns, it’s that they like
their seafood. That’s how earlier this
week I came to be riding in the boat of
one such former Louisiana resident, Rich
Buquet, now of Escondido. After a layoff
of a few years, Buquet had invested in
some of the Promar hoop nets that have
recently flooded the local bait and tackle
stores, heralding the start of the
California Spiny Lobster or bugging
season as it is also called. This started on
Saturday October 2nd and lasts through
until the middle of March next year.

We met at Shelter Island boat launch in San Diego
harbor at around 6pm, just as the sun was finishing its
descent behind Point Loma, that finger of land that
stands sentinel, guarding the mouth of the bay. This
would give us time to quickly launch Buquets’ 14 foot
aluminum Gregor, appropriately named the
“Cajunman”, and prepare and bait the hoop nets for
their first drop before it got too dark to see properly.

In terms of gear, you can’t get much simpler than
hoop-netting. The Promar nets we used had a pocket in
the base of the net where you placed your bait. In our
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