— CALIFORNIA’S ONLY SPORTSMAN'S WEEKLY -

WESTERN

OUTDOOR

Raprinted With Permission Fram W.0.N. The Biggest Weekly Fishing and Hunting Newspaper

CORVINA:
Bay’s new kid on the block in San Diego
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SAN DIEGO - Over the last few years, there has been
a new kid on the block in terms of bay fishing in San
Diego. The Shortfin Corvina has re-appeared in
growing numbers for the past 3 years or so.

Initially confined mainly to the warm waters of the
south bay, it has slowly worked its way up the bay
until this year it has been regularly caught along
Shelter Island and in the sport-fishing basins, and even
out along the shoreline of Point Loma. Mission Bay
also has a population, but they do not figure in the
catch reports anywhere near as frequently as they do
from San Diego bay. Although reported as far north as
Santa Barbara, they are at the northern edge of their \ :
range here, being much more common in the bays and PN PP 7« L84 TPIWE - )

estuaries of Baja California and the Gulf of Mexico. =~ RICH BUQUET (also known as the Cajunman) with a kayak
Long-time residents of San Diego do remember good caught fish of aroynd 5 pounds from just outside of J Street
catches of these fine sporting fish in days gone by, but ~ Mainain Chula Vista.

they had all but disappeared for a long while. As an interesting side-note, they were also introduced to the
Salton Sea along with their cousins the Orangemouth Corvina, but died out while the Orangemouth prospered,
at least until recently.

Superficially, they look very similar to another of their cousins, the White Seabass. Both members of the drums
and croaker family, the Shortfin do not attain the prodigious weights of their larger brethren. The IGFA all-
tackle record is currently just shy of 7lb. Larger fish than this do exist and have been caught and returned. The
current thinking among those that fish for them on a regular basis is that they can probably reach about 101lb or
so. A couple of friends and I all have our eye on this particular prize so watch this space! It is important to be
sure what you have caught if you intend to keep your fish as the White Seabass has a minimum 28 inch size
limit. While the Corvina has no such limit and is very good on the table, it is wise to keep only the occasional
fish so the stocks can keep on growing. The main ways of telling the two apart are that the White Seabass has
what is commonly referred to as a ‘zipper’ along the underside of its belly. This is a raised ridge that is easily
felt with the fingers. Also, the White Seabass, especially the juveniles, often have dark bars along their sides



whereas the Corvina is always completely silverhwat blue sheen
along its back. These bars can fade quickly afégtwre though. The
Corvina also has two pronounced fangs on its tep hat these are
relatively delicate and are often broken or missiiite Seabass have
a row of small teeth on their top jaw.

The Corvina is a predator of small fish and is f@most exclusively
over shallow sandy areas. This also helps providmtwith the warmer
water conditions they prefer as shallow water waupdaster. In the
summer they start to roam further afield as | nw@d earlier but in the
winter-time they tend to retreat to those areas$ Wam up quickest.

They often hunt in schools and on many occasiortg giou see bait
being hit on the surface, you may be able to catclumber of fish if

you can keep up with the action. Usually, finding@ncentration of

bait-fish is a good indicator that you are in tight neighborhood. Of
course in the large open bays many other spe@geshaime in on these
schools and you will often hook up with Yellowfirdaker, Barracuda,

A SMALL FISH caught by the author Bonito, Mackerel and the ubiquitous Spotted BaysBat as part of the
on a blue and white clouser minnow fly Same action. With the terns diving as well, it t@nlike a mini-version
in south San Diego Bay. of a wide-open offshore tuna bite.
PHOTO BY ART DILLEY
Aside from watching for diving birds and boiling ibdish, enough
Corvina are caught incidentally while fishing faher species to make it
worthwhile prospecting around to find them. | fighot from my kayak
in south San Diego Bay and | hardly ever go ouhauit a floating 4 %
inch Yo-Zuri minnow to troll around while movingdim place to place
for example and also for blind casting while dnffiover the flats. These
run at around 4 to 5 feet in depth and so avoidlmuidhe eelgrass that
is to be found in the south bay inparticular. Thieage caught myself
and others dozens of fish over the last few ye@wimbaits, grubs,
jerkbaits and crankbaits also all do their sharthefdamage. Whatever |
WHEN A GRUNION run is occurring, US€, | typically try to “match the hatch” in term$ sizes and colors.
it is usually not difficult to catch a few Smelt and Anchovies make up the bulk of the fodd#r and so | tend
for bait. Just make sure they are intg stick with patterns that have a blue, black @eg back with a white
f]gz‘zzqoaggtg’ﬁ‘t’hiﬁ only using your bargy sjlver belly. | rarely go bigger than a 5-inchitbbut it has to be said
' that in the right situation, a large bait can diédily attract a larger fish
while perhaps avoiding the smaller ones. Fly-fighiis
another successful method, utilizing any of the ytap
deceiver or clouser type flies. Livebait also oficse works
very well and you can either jig up your own snaltbuy
some bait from the receivers in San Diego or Misday.
If all they have is horse-sized sardines though woe
probably better to decline and fish lures inste@skuming
you get some appropriately sized bait, | prefer etbing in
the 3 to 6 inch range, you can either freeline tlenkeep
them down towards the bottom with a sliding sinkigr If
you use a leader of about 24 inches this allowsbh#ielots
of movement and keeps it lively. The halibut alsweel this
setup of course which is a bonus! | use spinnigg with 6

or 8lb line for the lures and baitcasters with apl2lb line ¢ yv_risHING is a fun way of catching Corvina. Here
for livebait. If the wind plays fair you can usyaljet some s a selection of Clouser Minnows often u:



