
Anglers take the short drive from the border to fish Vonny’s pangas
(below right), they aren’t flashy but they do provide easy access to quality

Yellowtail like this one.
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Helen of Troy may have had a fleet of
a thousand ships set sail for her, but
Vonny Villarino is already one up on
Helen by having 3 boats named after her
at the young age of 12! Vonny is the
daughter of Ivan Villarino, the owner
and operator of “Vonny’s Fleet” which
is probably the closest traditional beach

launching panga service in Baja to the US border, being located just 2 hours south at Punta Banda.

This small rural community of locals and ex-pats is found at the southern end of Bahia Todos Santos below
Ensenada, Mexico. From Highway 1 at Maneadero, a country road runs down to the famous “La Bufadora”
blowhole at the tip of Punta Banda.  This makes it easy to navigate to this quiet backwater which is situated
about half of the way along to the point with the road winding through fields of sunflowers, asparagus and other
crops before climbing up onto the rugged spine of the Punta Banda headland. (See map and sidebar provided for
location and details).

Little Sur?
Since this was to be my first trip to Vonny’s fleet, I enlisted the help of
a couple of friends who had been to the area before, and we decided to
make a weekend out of it. A quick pickup on Saturday morning from
my home in Chula Vista and in 10 minutes we were at the San Ysidro
border crossing to Tijuana. Once across we followed the signs for
Highway 1 to Ensenada and were soon out of town picking up the
older coast road which was great as it was lined with colorful local
stalls selling everything from sculpted iron giraffes, to ornate pottery
and carved tiki statues. A quick stop for the obligatory Baja lobster
lunch at the spectacular cliff-side Hotel Calafia (it used to be part of
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