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LOUISIANA'S REDFISHING REBOUNDS AFTER LAST YEAR'S STORMS
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY PAUL SHARMAN

APT. GREGG ARNOLD POLELD THE SKIFF TOWARD THE SPOT WHERE T'T)

sighted the tail briefly waving like a flag in the wind. Three pairs of eyes,

cloa

area looking for any sign of the owner.

Spldenby, leers o was, siting: sua-
tienmiry o e Dodoonhy, vinding s
ey bBusiness, never. suspecting ims
iy s abwidr e b midreed. Bedfish
Bove hiemlibey appeetites; wod the sigha o
the-crabs My dmgeing @ foor i froni of thes
diruns o was olwiously oo mach, With o single Be Nick
o thee tail, it penineed on e By, sucking i opy i oo Mol
el

*Her i sereamed Arnild,

Mo probalerm, The Diesnckeht Gross Corment backed  Trom
thee sigeorgg pulls iy Nes Lodisduna pediish regresisd s recent

shinenge «headi.

the requisite polarized glasses — all at different heights — scanned the

AFTER THE STORM
When Hurrfeane Katring rolled gshone on
Auguak 39 2005, Acnodd had wisely evacuaned 1w
his heme state. of Kemheckey 10 esscap= fhe wrath
of the sroem. The widespread il of devasiiclon
slong e Gull’ Couss lelt bim bomeless ancd e
prarurily can of work
Tl eamastroghie sorm surge catsed the infamous hreach
ing of ther lewees thar sepunie Lzke Pomchonzin lom New
Cirlesons, nndl neardy 80 percent ol the ity was Niock! i some
ealent, Meanwlill hoerricane-force winds pounded e ciry
and curtheing nreas: Ohwe ol the oftomentioned reasons faar e
Birzachy was e brability of he sali marshes 1 absorh the siomi
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Desdmictian (o tast years storme (Jower
foft) Hamn'® husi the redfishing in
Lgulalana’s marsh {below). Tleny
wisphted, dark-patored flies (ot score best
with g Lngy reds.
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Low-light sonditions make fishing
taugh, but selective fiy-rodders con
ke asimum advaniags,

Anrge, thanks o years ol eresion. Thesd wen g samee
miarshics we wiere o Nshing: some five monibs. after e
stivrmmn Thee Fong-Tasting effecs of the sooem were il
cviryavlaere we hooked

1 wiis keen i discoser whither the sonn Dol o ooy long:
e e oa e fishory wml e eocessden ingeneral Coo-
vy ot e fekend ol o awd fesisier hest al ESPRE I
Sperrrl o Fv Wierir, had visited Muelaicie, . jus oitsicle New
Cileans, while filmbtg severd yoas earfer. He'd fesdwd wah
Armeab] el congh 3 20 pper 161 sorklrecand nedfish
wiighing 41 posinds 16 ponees, The chaice al w16 bsh witl
wets ey, A Tew plamc collsal tle s ol doe g seveibisd
she e, althoush b haed and wily tees and, spreciores szl
[ovebeel, was il arbaring sl I g biting wiood. The week
Dreliire pur wrval, wie jmod mews Uar Arnckd had just gulded
clients o preading st necnnds fop sheepedosd o biack s
il e seing ety of nelfisy,

o, alied shist Gt wiceh elrg on.

e Tl three ddavs bookic I the tosd of ol o sigis-
fikhi Foor large meds, s wie weere going 10 need them, e raote

el o the boat nonch ook s tecagh mile aftee mde of

siormiakunagged propery. Theoug thee il Wiz s i cod-
pigiimiis e of Tughears simmehed hig amd diy sl flats,
Sl canse continens Mipped as o s of condhoand inu g
st o dessisiatesd ooy and Bosinesses:

Appreaching the boat launch, we discovercel thar the
prsterdai langlings dnl wiell Fsling himsingsses once finlng
il heyois hind heen camplewly olditenied, Inomany
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Fﬁmﬁﬂtﬂupmgﬁﬂmatmm&
Tod tips” he says * S:mﬁgnrqzmQ*uhﬂ:fﬁthebuatw
mﬁmcﬁkﬂm&ﬁnmﬁdﬁﬁmmm
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1gh Arnild wmatmm&?q %ﬁrﬂﬂ

ing and redfishi Is good, if thats all you fook for.
ﬂ*ﬂi -_i'cru:]} n‘u.'ﬁ-h:liﬁlr ppartunities.

M};ﬂﬁé!m:wwﬂ  Bowrman, who was up on the
cuau-n&g_ﬂ.ﬂ_fnm, wax able to target a small red that
zagerly. B.ﬁﬁi‘u:-ig . Jtwas only = smiall fish pmin_gps Y,

L]:I'bﬂ'ﬁ"'—-h'i.l'l"ﬁ'la'wﬂf gladb}ﬁlﬁm'q_et thie shuink ofF the -

:'tm,: and hoped it was just the beginning.

idEinces 8 cenmens founthricnwas the only indisaron e
spuetre lnl ore stood thaene Cors wene o e waier, il
Bt wene upaide-doom oo the ks whens Kilsa's fun
bl beft e, Sl o wais fighting beck — the cester Tish-

ery had alscady Been given e goeabaad thin the shellfisly
e sale for consumpion, ol e bars b lnd survived
swepe sy oflauding sacks ol the freshly Tanviesbed Irivalyen

OME FISH, TWO FISH, REDFISH, SHEEPSHEAD?

Thie celil fronr that arved with s pushed shick chowds

], ienaud skies ane Paps — loes ol dem. W wone Instamily
ponerinl i et thie seemed incradibly thirsty, udmng by
the et amick, CRe laner Reisned e put om e g uice

ricisees it T sns o e ek, wie weme grecied b bk ol




hebre lemving the card Launching the
wial wgs @ quick sk and e wen:
ancet roaring alf inbo the muie of chan
nizls bweadling out inic e ibiesh, The
first vy dpys wene hard — cmovable,
tue T, Sesbe-feshilnge refies on good
[kt pmertriens ot e water, and weh
i dlifficuh

e plomnmny westhor we had
time seeiveg Bl bl e aaine right o
teapr ol seen, This annt we spoked far
ot Fish tleen e wvpmes ababe [0 CcAs7 108
Wi il pertiaps thince of Tour Shors the

firsl lay, with

e Deich hoonkup
What vwee did see. gl wis emcourg-
ing Barers, herons and pelicins wen
aar constant netghbors throughost he
chy, inclieating there wis [ood o bie boal
izl of @
coupbe of b hlack dram ambling g,
Tt thasye wement innere=eed b s,

i e marsh, e abss oot

ey oy clsoaneed, Gl E'l.v,.{ e
e v Sk, Hmiting onr vision
e miore Sl we D lsarmesd oure
lessan the oy Before and Enew o
stowe weay deven B0 give dupselves u
change a1 spoiting [Esh close o the
P, Trea souxll creek svsdom [spotted
g disiurhance ahead of e boar and
cast 1y, allowing my
adned crab Ty 1o sink
down i the amelee, One

st and |t wih solicd

TSR

nee, [ waEs cxpecting
ihe supposcd reellish 1o
meake 4 man and A0 wis
syrprived whein o lenge
Islack-mnd-white-siriped
fish Mashed ot me Ciom
wasler the waber, I0 wids
shieegelasil, dlsn know as
the permit al tw mash
wis 1l lmer thes
et B B e pagget onoa
||:. well, this ane abwi-
ausly didn’t knowe thal nd gave 2
wosiel| wocslinhing ol Fbmselb, even
tanaging W ke @ ranor e igmine
the o
Fonereel eyl thinking that 1 weauldn®
21

al the eweight. T acteally

mind coming back just o L6
alwrensh
Tam, As the fishocame @0 the boat, 1

Al AT they were Lthat much

vould see a magnilicent disphiy af the

Rebound

The large inflme of salt water biought by the stonm surge sssodated with Husricans
Katrina eanged large-soale die-ofs of the natweal fors and fauna of the Louksiana marsh,
Giusses that help stabilize the marsh and fomge species ke shrimp and crvadfish could
not survive the madden incease i galiniy and have suffersd heney keeees. Crabs, theugh,
serin o be dodng well, Captain Amald believes that's
becanse they can survive the changs in water salinity
e becausa they've gatten a meprieve fone haTvest
far several months, allowing their numbers to
increass, This means a waluable food source is
avaltable for the big redfish and bl deum,

We could see new marsh grass sprouting,
whirch should help win back sorme land from the
water mier time: Howeawer, with some estimetes
puttinig the loss of marsh hebitas &t 150 sgquare
trkles, these is a ot of ground o be won back, The
short-term upside for anglers, though, is that the
fich will tend to be mépe concentrated and a litthe
eazier to find. Luckily, the area Ammold fshes is niot
heavily pressured by sportfishermen, and most
others tend to target the seapout anyway, leaving
the redfish largely wodisturbed and mane ko the weys of the fiy-angler.

Buf more than the marsh has to recover. Many guldes, beat crews, marina
opetatore and bait-and-tackle suppliers lost thait homes and welthoods oermight.
Captain Amald initated a grassmoots moverment known 53 Guide for the Gull 1o sasist
tease I need in the kocal sportishing industry. The program received tremendous
support fram the fly-fishing industry and FFSW, To find out how you can help, please
wisit their Wb aite at warw guideforthegulfoom.

ki, peirlv-white teeth that ave wsed 1o crush cralbs and mol- oot bt 1 had come for, and | ocouldn't schiove my goal an

faskes and 16 serape bumacles of T rocks, and &0 kept my fin this day. Fipplng ourselves op against the cold air thrust in

g well ol of Deends way as | pased for aocouple of quick | our faes on the ride back, we each slently feflecied thar

pietures belise renirning hicn o his fricals | we were staming o get o hinle pervous with just ooe day's
It was good fooger my finst fish on board, Baothis was | fsbing left
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SMOKE [N THE WATER

Wieen things haven't gone a5 expiorsl, thie s thing

vord do when yow wake up is glance ol e window ar e
sky trvoses whar may be i stope. AL Disr, 1 owas abde e allwe

| omvsel g osmide. The cloud cover was bresking, and e son
s poking throogh, Condnons contimued toimprone onthe

| nowe-Fumdl g dirive dosen e e boae unch. B the mimse: o
drrdvied, Bloe sky cdoandimied the Few remaining cloonds e

Surip, surip, sl peise o SIS, s

The Lige 5l engulfed the Oy, In aninsiant the hig ned
tormedd nil aned wus munming hard, The desg of the GLocmis
synchmstoeh scrcnmed i response; aod all Bowomn codld de
wits hang onoand wakch: severzl doeen vards of Teckimg Rallow
thie My les oui ahe foad dp and OfF foke the disiance. This was
thee fish we Inid o fod

The huesky rectiish made several powerfal runs pway Dem

wiere even-ahle w ditch our usual
wardiabe ol fleece and water-
prestals; making ws feel even het-
fer-abwu ur chances,

Ar our Firss @op ol the osm-
il'lj_!', wit worked :L'I-:lrlg i Flat
foawrtel an asster B an fromt of o
sardl sl Bowanan wees upoon
point. and From mw position Dy the
o 1 spomc] miement b of
w W eomamned in v divectinn
untll  Bownman  whispened,
“Emke,” reforring o e pall of
st ahead of him. He beld up his
Baarel, sigmaling Arnold @ hald the
bl stealy: The helly af line
feackend e pod (estanmily; oree For-
sl caat was all thrar was peeded

o reach the fish moonly inches of
| i, o e T sy

L
e manin
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.Eﬂnﬂ*-ﬂ-mm—wdght
mmwﬁn 150 vards plus

ﬂu-pmiibaddng

4 l.u.mns: B-ﬁ:m: 'r.‘a'pmtd lepder

— gﬂ-pwmd hppet{hlas

LINES: WT floating. l.buE: spe-
miItj' tapmes stch &% E‘mnnfu:
.e.n,glerﬁﬂdﬁsli o g Clowser

I:a'pl'_-rs aﬂm fustand accurate

shart casts.
_F‘Li“li W&ighted crab and_

ﬂmwpm;,l—big‘:-ﬂpm:t
OTHER ﬂl.ﬁ.ﬂ-: Bug: repelient,
Palm*iﬂads—uuglma .EQﬁtng'.ﬁJt

| Totrieving nesrly swaliowad flies,

1-800-241-9621
wiw NSHEEFLA com




e hord sl Bersenram weis alhile o persusdle i M contie cosee,

Crpilain Arooled soel 8 bad alocady switched places, so | ogob o
see the whele hattle oo op oo e pliform-and ool of the
way while he coeched Bowman and mocks ey 1o Ll e
harlwon Lrogaly.

The Bogadinp ook hold, and the fish keveled o oae 20

powirnds, a0 gresal fesh by most stindorls. Bl s consideened
I

I e

ey o resl miane i85 a0 the <Al o Hepound clpes

Tnking cur bucky stars B the senshine, we were able 1o A
soarie greal pictires. befare sliding this meseyegold boeasy back
inre) thie weatier ox i g

Il chay continoed well, Boeeman gl 1 bothe lnced o

el of T in the deens befre semding the: copin up front
four Dk chianoe, The wemere blee of the sky aod the puffy, white
coftom-wel chods reflecied perlecly mothe mirme-geiss ser-
face — perfect comditions for sight-Nishing, We saw many mor
fish, wrt wee had o plane to cateh that evenmg.

PFassing some wrns and g looe csprey on o ol o single
Tattered trew trunk, §renlized thar Tenvied (e Fellow fshers
whis pei o enjoy the mmarsh every day, o widl as the guides,
like Arneadd, srio Hwe practically oo its dogarsiep, | o ghoel
set thit nlthowgh the mars may mever be the s, |E =
reeoweding. The fshing 5 not onbe-availahle; i s peduips jes
as el anin wis DBefose Hurricine Kairing

Sikoe o cwen brigy oy e laod of giaoes aod Tesdpe sugpos
the lewal spor-fehing Industyas it gets back oncits lewt
They I b plad woosee voul and oo migde ened up with the
hibmeness, pedfish of yoaer [he

Mewr Opbeans, but-gs of press Gme Continental ams
the enly samisr back to & full schedule, Tt got a9 thers and
back with no.delays,

Capl. Gregw Arnold can be contacied by phone at 504-
237-6742, by c-miail at garnold@eoscnet and wiahis Wb
zite nt wwwifishinthelandofgiants cam, He alse guides far
tarpos later in this pear in Flotida:

Tarpon Coast on the Wess side of the Yucatan...
baby tarpon just doesn’t get any betre
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GETTING THERE, DOING THAT |

gHY carriers are stll tunning reduced flights nto |
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